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 THE LINK  N° 17
Site Internet: www.clubdelauto.org   - September  2007

Bulletin realised by Chantal Jame with the collaboration of “Le Bureau”.
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:- :- :- :- :-
PRESIDENT’S LETTER
This year two anniversaries have been celebrated: the 30th Paris-Champagne and the 40th Paris-Deauville.
In 2007 we have participated in various motoring events related in this Link.

But the most important one is the Paris-Deauville, and we have been working hard since one year to prepare it. With the help of partners, a number of them are new, we are able to announce an event of high quality.
Many thanks to our friends who encourage us 
We are waiting for you on the 5, 6 and 7th of October. 
Friendly yours.

Bernard Dortomb.

SUMMARY
	· 14 &15 April : Spare-part Market in Mantes

·  6 May : A drive for children 

· 16 to 21 May : Paris-Granville-New-Forest

·  9 June: La sortie des Nounours
· 15 June: Roaring Twenties in Paris
	· 16 June: Chevaux vapeur au Polo de Paris
· 30 June: Beijing Paris: arrival Place Vendôme
·  On your agenda
·   Club news
·   Miscellaneous”
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   14 & 15 APRIL – SPARE-PART MARKET IN MANTES. 
During the Mantes spare-part market, well-known from the enthusiasts and owners of old cars, the Club de l’Auto had at its disposal a stand and places inside the exhibition park, thanks to the “Friends of Old Wheels”, an old car association in the Parisian area. 
Well organised by C. and G. Dibouës, these two days enabled us to receive friends, to meet new people and to talk about our Club and its activities.
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 6 MAY – A DRIVE FOR CHILDREN 
On the opportunity of the 2007 “Salon du Coupé et du Cabriolet”, the Major Verzelle from the motorised escorting police, and responsible for the association “Loisirs Pluriel” asked for our help in order to organise an event for the benefit of his association, on Sunday the 6th of May. It was a matter of driving children and their families in vintages and classical cars, in Paris and its close suburbs.
Michel Sengès, Georges Pontet, Guy Dibouës helped by most of the Club Members gathered their energy to make this day, impatiently awaited for by the children, a success.
Among the Club activities there are also free and generous actions.
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 16 TO 21 MAY – PARIS-GRANVILLE-NEW-FOREST
I WILL SEE AGAIN MY NORMANDy**BEFORE THE NEW FOREST
In fact I should have written “ see “ instead of “ see again”, as this trip enabled us to discover this part of France.

It was also our first rally with our new Club. This trip was divided in two parts: the first one in France and the other one in England. In England it was organised by Sandra Strong and her son Tim in collaboration with the Rolls Royce Enthusiast’s Club.
We met at Pontchartrain, welcomed by our “Parrain” Marie-Claire and Georges Pontet and several other entrants. For us who since thirty years have been members of a Club of the same mark, it was very interesting to see various types of cars.
We headed to Granville and had our first stop at Sées.

We came across a RR Phantom driven by an English crew (MM. HOLMES) that will follow us till England.
We arrived quietly at the restaurant “l’île de Sées” that in spite of its name is not an island but a green islet located in the open country, in a romantic and rustic environment. A. Hollande, Hazet family, P. and D. Houdayer, S. Kimmel joined us for lunch.
At Granville we were welcomed by the Members of the “A.S Avranchin” an old car club. We were also welcomed by a fine rain and a very swelling sea. The waves were jumping over the “Plat Gousset” jetty that goes along the road where our hotel was located.
A glass of Champagne Brocard before a good diner closed that first day.
** Well-known old French song.
On Thursday, Ascension day, once we were accustomed to the local weather, we went at Mr. P. Le Moult”s invitation to Christian Dior’s childhood house, called the “Rhumbs” by its first owner, a ship maker.
This house has been transformed in a museum, and guided by its keeper, we can admire the exhibition where are presented many creations of the fashion designer, as well as accessories (silk scarves, fine jewellery, fragrance…) that have made his name famous.
We were offered a welcome drink that we shared with the British crews who crossed the Channel to accompany us to the New Forest.
Then we headed to Ouistreham and had a stop at “Manoir d’Equilly”. Welcomed by the owners of this rural and picturesque home, we were lead to a large room. A big fire was dancing in the fireplace, very useful not only to warm us, but also to roast the famous “Agneaux de Pré salé”. Very soon the ambiance was as warm as the heat of the hearth.
During this pleasant and hearty meal, we enjoyed the songs of Dédé who was playing his own barrel-organ. The hours went by quickly in such a good company, but we had to leave and go to Pegasus Bridge. Close to this famous bridge is located the first French house liberated in 1944…. a bar!
Then driving along the sinuous roads of Normandy we arrived at Ouistreham and put our cars in line, waiting for the boarding time.
End of the French part. 

Extract from Philippe Hofman’s article.  
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      18 TO 20 MAY – NEW-FOREST
	After a pleasant crossing on board of the “Mont-Saint-Michel”, we arrived on Friday morning at Portsmouth. Kindly guided by Sandra Strong we reached the New-Forest area without any problems. During this exceptional three days, we drove along the picturesque roads of the New Forest that led us to Beaulieu and its famous Museum and to the magnificent Exbury gardens. Full of attention our hosts helped us to discover this beautiful and interesting area of England. As this visit of the New Forest deserves more than some lines, an article will be written in the next Courroie.
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 SAMEDI 9 JUIN 2007 - LA SORTIE DES NOUNOURS
Cette année 2007, le thème était « Il fallait laisser le temps aux roses d’éclore »

Ce qui explique que cette sortie amicale habituelle était bien tardive…

Rendez-vous était fixé autour de la mare d’Enzanville pour le café et le pain beurre.

Des Peugeot en majorité et pour cause, Jean Roy, Michel Verdier et leurs amis possèdent des voitures de cette marque et participent aux sorties des clubs 203, 403, 404 et autres.

Cette année, nous avons découvert la route le long de l’œuf et de la Rinarde, côté Yèvres-le-Chatel, pour nous retrouver au restaurant «  la tête de veau » à Chilleurs-aux-bois tout indiqué pour déguster la spécialité de ce calme ruminant.

Dans l’après midi, sous le soleil bien présent, détente à la roseraie André Eve à Pithiviers-le-Viel ou  chacun  aura  humé et admiré les roses et ses  secrets de naissance. Il faut plus de sept années pour qu’elles voient le jour…

Puis, tranquillement, en traversant la Beauce, pique-nique façon Nounours à l’ancienne école communale de Rouvres-St-Jean, après l’apéritif sous le préau, nous regagnons nos demeures.

Marie-France et Bernard Dortomb
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 15 JUNE  ROARING TWENTY IN PARIS
Elisabeth Christin from « Christin.anim 15 », Communications & Productions of 
events had asked Le Club de l’Auto, through their internet site: www.clubdelauto.org. 
for 20 cars from 1940/1945 years. 
It was a matter of driving guests of a Parisian Company from the Crillon Hotel

to different places in Paris. The program had been kept secret and the surprise was

total for the guests.

Many members of “Club de l’Auto” ensured the car ballet and the passengers enjoyed 
being driving in such cars that attracted the admiring glances of the pedestrians.

The day was closed by a reception at Maxim’s and the visit of the Pierre Cardin’s 

private museum.
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 16 juin 2007 : CHEVAUX VAPEUR AU POLO DE PARIS
La commission «  chevaux vapeur » du Polo de Paris a sélectionné une trentaine de véhicules 

anciens pour son traditionnel concours de voitures et invité leurs propriétaires à assister à
 la demi finale du 113ème Open de Polo…

Plusieurs voitures du Club de l’Auto avaient eu l’honneur d’être sélectionnées répondant à une demande de notre ami Claude Decoster, membre du Polo mais aussi du Club de l’Auto (n° 468)…

Nous avons donc pris le chemin du bois de Boulogne à Paris où nous sommes arrivés vers 10 heures, accueillis par une hôtesse très sympathique. Les voitures étaient alignées, rutilantes et heureuses de se faire admirer sur une magnifique et prestigieuse pelouse.

Quelques chauffeurs parlaient entre eux de leurs nouvelles acquisitions, échangeant leurs adresses pour des contacts peut-être intéressants.

Puis, le concours d’élégance est arrivé où tous les équipages se présentaient dans leurs plus belles toilettes d’époque assorties à leur auto.

Ensemble, nous avons été conviés à un excellent déjeuner sous une belle tente blanche.

Ensuite est venue la demi finale de l’Open de Polo très disputée, beau spectacle sous un soleil jouant à cache-cache  avec les nuages ou la pluie…

Après cette manifestation sont arrivés les résultats du concours de voitures. Les trois premières voitures gagnantes ont repris le chemin de la pelouse pour la remise des pri x :

Prix de l’authenticité à la Renault Vivasport cabriolet 1934 de Marcel et Nanou Bonhoure

Coup de cœur à la Citroën C4 torpédo 1929 de Guy et Christiane Dibouës

Prix de l’élégance à la Simca Coupé Plein Ciel 1956 de Philippe Deffontaine 
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Ces trois anciennes venaient du Club de l’Auto ce qui n’était pas pour déplaire à notre Président Bernard Dortomb car c’est toujours une joie de se voir ainsi récompensé.

Nanou Bonhoure.
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 29 juin 2007 – Rétro Festival de Caen
Il est 14 heures, le ‘’Partner’’ de Jocelyne et Henri Sauvegrain lourdement lesté du matériel

 de la boutique et de généreuses victuailles s’élance sur la ‘’Route de quarante sous’’ en direction du Rétro-Festival de Caen. 

Au même instant la ‘’Nash’’ de Marie-Claire et Georges Pontet quitte Pontchartrain pour retrouver dans la cité de Guillaume Le Conquérant les autres joyeux drilles estampillés « Club de l’Auto » : Stéphane Kimmel, Dominique et Patrick Houdayer, Louis-Edouard et Pascal Behr, notre trésor de trésorier Jacques Maison le dimanche.

 Le ciel ?  mi-figue mi-raisin mais clément. Monsieur Leneveu, organisateur du festival, nous a dotés d’un équipement princier au centre de l’exposition, donc « inratables ». J’en veux pour preuve les visites amicales de l’ASA Club des anciennes de Granville, de nombreux anciens adhérents du Club de l’Auto, et bien sûr nos préférés Pierrette et Charles Hazet .

 Patick Rollet nous a honorés de nombreux arrêts au stand du Club ; nous avons eu la garde du remuant Michel Perseil qui nous a gratifiés de l’aubade de ses amis musiciens virtuoses du « Ragtime » et puis surtout l’omniprésence de la presse spécialisée et aussi la régionale : une grande photo de la Delahaye de Patrick Houdayer et de la Nash de Georges Pontet éclairent toute une page de Ouest-France du lundi,  sans oublier la télévision France 3 Basse-Normandie qui dès l’émission du Samedi soir exhibaient en gros plan les mines réjouies d’Henri et Georges dissimulant à demi les sourires gracieux de Jocelyne et Marie-Claire.

Samedi matin, le gros ‘’noyau’’ constitué par les Rolls et autres Bentley renforcé par un plateau, exceptionnel au demeurant, de voitures et motos anciennes, depuis le fabuleux Hôtel de Ville ont sillonné le centre ville pour le plus grand plaisir du nombreux public. A l’hippodrome, les concours et présentations se succèdent et les membres du Club en font une Razzia : Stéphane Kimmel :1er prix, Patrick Houdayer : Best of Show, Pascal Behr : Trophée de la ville de Caen. Claude-Michel Perseil, Henri Sauvegrain, Georges Pontet ont eu l’honneur de conduire de délicieuses jeunes femmes à la présentation de mode. Et tous ces joyeux fanfarons ont clos les débats au zénith de Caen pour la remise des prix devant un excellent repas « raisonnablement » arrosé.  

Un Festival à ne pas manquer dans deux ans ! Qu’on se le dise…..  

Georges Pontet
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 30 JUne  - arrival                                       PLACE VENDOME
« To the ones who say that it is impossible to join Beijing to Paris with a car, I have just proved the impossible”. There were the words of Prince Borghese on his arrival in Paris on the 10th of August 1907. He had just covered in 44 days, the 16 000 km of the first car rally. He was driving his red Itala, 4 cylinders 7433 cm3. To be noticed that Prince Borghese had no map. He found his way only with the sun and a compass, and the tracks were worse than today.
His Itala that had been painted red for the rally has given that colour to the Italian race cars for the sake of this victory. It can be seen today in Fiat Museum.
One hundred years later, around 2 000 spectators crowded along the way between Opéra and Place Vendôme were applauding the triumphal arrival of the 108 cars (out of 134 at the departure) that had  renewed the raid. 
Family and friends of the participants were rushing to the cars covered with dust and mud. The venerable machines run the last meters loaded with human bunches before parking along the magnificent buildings of Place Vendôme. As soon as the engine had stopped the crews opened the bottles of Champagne bought in Reims the day before, to celebrate the end of the rally. Some drivers especially grateful towards their car, once the bottles quickly emptied, went so far as to put the neck of the bottle into the radiator!
Three members of  our Club had taken part in this tremendous adventure and some members of the Bureau, Danielle and Jean-Claude Oblet,  Jacques and Valentin Maison and the writer of this article were present to welcome an congratulate them. Below pictures of their car in action, on the long way from Beijing to Paris

        Michel Laarman,

       Lucas Slijpen

               Richard baker
         Knox Type R 1911

    Lancia Lambda 1929
°
  Bentley Derby 1927
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Blancpain, a famous watch-maker located rue de la Paix and responsible for the time checking of the rally had organised a drink in his shop. We could admire his last creations as well as various sights of the rally thanks to a screen installed in their shop.
Chantal Jame 
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 on your agenda 


         I WILL BE GOING TO THE








             PARIS-DEAUVILLE ON THE 









           5th , 6th  AND 7th OF OCTOBER

THE 41st PARIS-DEAUVILLE has widely been announced by the specialised newspapers.

The French newspaper LVA, has issued several pages in black and white as well as in colour, and articles have been written in motor magazines such as Rétro-Passion,  Motor Classico, le Figaro Magazine…

Congratulations to Jacques Peretti, first entrant with his Chenard & Walker, followed by the Hispanos and many “pre-war”, such as Bentley Le Mans de 1926, Lancia Lambda, Sunbeam SS, Triumph Gloria, HotchkissAM80 Ford T and A, Lagonda, Jaguar SS 100… 
As we are anxious to make this event a great success, the Bureau team is going on working hard to be ready for these three very busy days. We are expecting a lot of you to share great moments at the wheel of our antics and vintages.
· Heritage day on the 15th  & 16th of October: two options have been proposed.

· Next Club diner: 28 or 29 November.

· London-Brighton: 4 November – 500 pre-war cars.


Trip organised by Jean Roy: ( 01.43.70.42.14 or 05.59.54.02.03
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 CLUB NEWS
	We were sorry to get to know of the decease of Raymond Truelove, on the 21st of June 2007.

Honour Member of our Club for which he has been a supporter since 30 years, Raymond was a faithful and discreet participant to the Paris-Deauville with his Panhard & Levassor. Though he was tired by his illness, he wanted to be present last year for the 40th anniversary. We will miss him during our next events. An article from Jacques Orvain will be issued in the next Courroie. We present our sympathy to his family
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.

We have got to know of the birth of Luna, great-daughter of Béatrice Van Lith.


  Congratulations to the parents and to the happy “Mamybéa”…
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 miscelleaneous
Christmas and New Year times are coming and in order to celebrate them we are happy to let you know the offer of our friend and Club Member, Pierre BROCARD. Since three generations his family has patiently worked to create a quality Champagne at Celle-sur-Ource. The entrants to the Paris-Deauville or Paris-Champagne have appreciated the excellent bottles from his cellar. Moreover, if for important moments of the life you wish to get personalised bottles, P. Brocard will create for you special labels according to a logo, a photo, …..
FOR ANY INFORMATION
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       Pierre BROCARD – 10, Chemin de Bruyant – 10110 CELLES SUR OURCE




       
( : 03.25.38.55.05 – Fax : 03 25 38 55 23




        
courriel : pierre.brocard@wanadoo.fr
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